Opinion

Opinion

The role of courts of accounts
in the fight against corruption
The exact delimitations of the role of the Federal Court of Accounts in fighting corruption are
still under discussion. In its duty to carry out the external control of the Public Administration, the
“network of Courts of Accounts”, hand in hand with the legislature, is the eyes of society for the sound
management of public funds and policies. Because of its increasingly specialized role - in each part/
context/situation of the complex state activity - the Courts translate for the citizens, in an analytical
manner, the adequacy of the administrative freedom of managers regarding the respective suitability
of the acts in the strict interest of society.
In the case of the eternal economic dilemma of scarce resources, it is compelling that the State
acts economically, efficiently and effectively in a governance to produce the best possible results
for society. The Courts of Accounts act, after all, to enhance the latter objectives: roughly, whether
showing to the administrators the risks, opportunities and recommendations once the favorable
conditions to amplify more efficient and effective action are identified; whether in a compliance bias,
demonstrating (and punishing) behavior, processes and decisions made on the wrong side of the law
and the principles governing public administration.
The corruption of public officials, in this sense, is an intrinsic factor of state inefficiency. While
bleeding resources that otherwise would make the public policies and spending more efficient and
effective, the State political legitimacy itself is compromised in an unrest that antagonizes “social
peace”, idealized in the old days when the Republic was established. Thus, the Courts of Account,
as institutions established to monitor broadly the adherence to these Republican interests, control the
Public Administration in view of its improvement, being invariably entangled in this whole context
of “fighting corruption”.
In fact, corruption is always the result of a failure in the State governance. If public managers
must work for citizens - the golden rule of public governance - corruption is the classic management
by self-interest or that of third parties.
The issues are: is the state apparatus enough to fight such corruption? Are the control structures
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efficient? Where are the main risks? Is the regulatory framework consistent with the control needs,
without sacrificing efficiency? How to strengthen the control measures to make all this apparatus
more efficient?
In the international literature on the subject, the fight against corruption can be summed up in
the triad of prevention, detection (oversight) and accountability (punishment) .
In compliance with the constitutional role of the Courts of Accounts and according to the time
of its performance - in concurrent and ex post audits – it is paramount to meditate (and account for
results) on the role of TCU in these variables.
Aware of the demands of society for those responses, in terms of strategic initiatives, TCU took
two key steps:
• Established the Project Fighting Embezzlment and Irregularities (Projeto Combate a Desvios
e Irregularidades);
• Established the Extraordinary Department of Special Operations in Infrastructure - (Secretaria
Extraordinária de Operações Especiais em Infraestrutura-SeinfraOperações).
The project Fighting Embezzlement and Irregularities - created in October 2015 - is headed
by the Office of the Coordinator-General for Core Public Management Services and has the support
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of the Department of Methods and Support to External Control. This action intends to both provide
answers to the Public Administration itself in setting a reference to fight fraud and corruption in the
management and internal audit area, as well as identify opportunities for improvement of External
Control in this area.
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